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Finding and Requesting Books using WorldCat 

 
What is WorldCat? When do I use it? 
WorldCat is an online catalog that contains the holdings of more than 8,000 libraries 
worldwide. Use WorldCat to place Interlibrary Loan requests for materials that are not 
available through IIT or I-Share. 
 
How do I search WorldCat? 
From the Find It section on http://library.iit.edu, click on Books, and then click on the 

 icon. 
 
Once in WorldCat, enter the information about the item you are looking for.  For 
example, if you know the title or ISBN of the book you want, type in the information in 
the empty box and move the drop-down menu on the right to “Title” or “ISBN”: 
 
 

 
 
 
WorldCat allows you to limit your results by many factors, such as by year, language or 
material type. Set your limits in the section below the search box: 
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How do I request an item from WorldCat? 
Click on the title in the results screen that you wish to request.  Next, click on the MyILL 
button under the “Get This Item” section.   
 

 
 
A new window will open up asking for your MyILL login and password.  If you haven’t 
created your MyILL account yet, click on “Don’t Have an Account? Click Here” and 
complete the form.   
 

 
 
Once you have logged in, the Book Request form will be automatically completed with 
the information from WorldCat.  Simply click Submit to submit your request. 
 
How do I view the status of my requests? 
Use MyILL to view the status of all Interlibrary Loan requests.  You can log in at 
http://iit.illiad.oclc.org/illiad/logon.html.  
 
Need more help? Contact the Reference Desk in person or 
by phone at (312) 567-3616, or go to http://library.iit.edu/ask 
to IM, e-mail or make an appointment with a librarian. 
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