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Finding Books in the IIT Library Catalog 

 
When do I use the catalog?   
Use the IIT Library Catalog to search for books, audiovisual materials, government 
documents, and print journals held at Galvin Library and all other IIT libraries. The 
catalog is used to find print materials inside the library (to find journal articles online, use 
Databases).   
 
How do I search the catalog? 
Start your search at http://library.iit.edu.  There is a convenient catalog search box on the 
home page. 
 

 
 
Finding specific books: 
If you know the specifics of the item you want, such as title, author or ISBN/ISSN, enter 
the information and select the corresponding category in the drop-down menu. 
 

 
 
The catalog will display the results of your search.  
 

 
 
You need to know three things to be able to find the book on our shelves: the Call 
Number to identify the book on the shelf, the Location to be directed to the appropriate 
area in the library, and whether the book is Available.   If you click on the title you will 
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see a detailed record for the book.  There is a “text me this call number” function that will 
text you the information needed to find the book on the shelves. 
 
Finding books about a topic: 
Do a keyword or subject search from the search box to find multiple books about a topic. 
You can narrow your search by author, format, and other subjects on the right side. 
 

 
 
What if I can’t find what I want? 
If we don’t have a copy of the book available at IIT, change the search to “All I-Share 
Libraries” to see which libraries have copies available for you to request.  Read our 
Finding Books in I-Share guide for more information on requesting books. 
 

 
 
Learn more about finding books at http://guides.library.iit.edu/findbooks  
This guide provides an in-depth explanation of everything you’ll need to know about 
finding books in Galvin Library.  
 
Ask a Librarian for help 
Contact the Reference Desk at (312) 567-3616 for more help 
finding books.  You may also email or instant message us. 
Click on Ask a Librarian from http://library.iit.edu for more 
information. 
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